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[With 14 figures in the text] 


There is very little information on species included into the genera Dilyta 
Forster and Glyptoxysta Thomson. The opinion that they are different among 
the Alloxystidae Hellen, 1931 (= Charipinae Dalla Torre et Kieffer, 
1910, et auctorum) is hardly recognized. They were first referred to the genus 
Dilyta by Forster (1869) and later included into the genus Alloxysta Forster, 
1969 by Dalla Torre and Kieffer (1910). The generic name Dilyta, though 
prior to Alloxysta (Forster, 1869, p. 340) was considered a synonym of 
the latter. Their being distinguished, once again and quite indepenently, in the 
genus Charips Halid, by Halid ay (Halid ay in Marshall 1970) was not ap¬ 
proved of cither 1 . The species on the basis of which Halid ay distinguished 
the genus has been included by Dalla Torre and Kteffer (1910) into the 
genus Allotria Westwood, 1833 (= Xystus Hartig, 1840, partim) which has 
a different body structure and comprises many species. However, the name 
Gliarips was kept because Allotria and Xystus were preoccupied names. Only 
the third attempt at distinguishing them, this time made by Thomson (1877), 
was approved of by Kieffer (1902) and Dalla Torre and Kieffer (1910). 
The subgenus Glyptoxysta described by Thomson has been icnluded into the 
genus Alloxysta Forst. 

Kieffer’s firm opposition to distinguishing this group of species was 
justified to a certain degree. The venation of the forewings was for Kieffer 

1 The opinion that Charips microcera Haliday, 1870 is a species belonging to the 
genus Dilyta FOkst. has been accepted by the author on the basis of the information from 
Hellen’s study (1963). _ 
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the main criterion while distinugishing genera in the subfamily Charipinae 
Dalla Torre et Kieffer, 1910 among species with normally formed wings. 
That feature is easy to notice, but of questionable systematic value. Kieffer 
included into the genus Alloxysta Forst. all species with the open radial cell. 
Other differences in the body structure were not veiy important. One may 
presume that, in the course of compiling a monograph of the world Cynipoidea, 
Dalla Torre and Kieffer devoted little time to direct studies on the materials 
of gall-wasps, and based their information on the contemporary literature. 

The opinion of Dalla Torre and Kieffer (1910) concerning the genera 
Dilyta Forst., Charips Halid, and Glyptoxysta Thoms, has been adopted by 
the majority of scientists working later, with only one modification — the 
subgenus Glyptoxysta Thoms, has been raised to a genus (Weld 1952, Ionescu 
1969). 

Hellen (1958) devoted his study to the genus Dilyta Forst. In it he moti¬ 
vated the necessity of returning to the generic name Dilyta Forst. and placing- 
under this name these species of the body structure such as in Dilyta subclavata 
Forster, 1869. However, Hellen treated the genus Dilyta Forst. in a broad 
sense and in his studies (Hellen 1958,1963) he considered species of Dilyta 
Forst. and Glyptoxysta Thoms, as belonging to one genus, and the name Glyp¬ 
toxysta Thoms, was for him a synonym of the name Dilyta Forst. Hellen’s 
point of view (1958,1963) was undoubtedly influenced by data from the litera¬ 
ture, mainly the interpretation of the genus Glyptoxysta in Weld’s paper (1952). 
Those data, however, are not explicit. Thomson (1877), under a description 
of the subgenus, put two species: a formerly described Glyptoxysta xanthocephala 
(Thoms.) ( Allotria xanthocephala Thomson, 1862) and G. heterocera Thoms- 
described simultaneously with the subgenus. The characteristics of the body struc. 
ture considered in the paper indicate that the description was made only on 
the basis of the former species, without a detailed analysis of the body structure 
of the latter. Yet, it was the latter species, A. heterocera Thoms., that was desi¬ 
gnated by Ashmead (1903) to be the type-species of the genus Glyptoxysta 
Thoms. Though its body structure does not correspond to the description 
of the genus, it is a species belonging to the genus Dilyta Forst. Weld (1952), 
characterizing the genus Glyptoxysta Thoms, took into consideration only the 
type-species A. heterocera Thoms. Therefore it was possible for him to write 
in his paper (Weld 1952, p. 254) that he had failed to notice the character 
“tergite III longer than tergite II”, since that species has the 2nd and 3rd 
abdominal tergites completely fused without any suture. 

Eohwer and Fagan (1917) were the scientists who carried out the second 
designation of the type-species Allotria xanthocephala Thomson, 1862 for 
the genus Glyptoxysta Thoms., which corresponds to the description of the 
genus (3rd tergite of the abdomen longer than 2nd one). This designation, ho¬ 
wever, is not consistent with the rules of the zoological nomenclature and it 
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should not be taken into consideration without a decision of the International 
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. 

In 1975, I had an opportunity to study the collection of Cynipoidea from 
the Museum of the Zoological Institue of the Academy of Science of USSR 
in Leningrad and, in 1977, the collection in the Zoological Museum of the Hum¬ 
boldt University in Berlin. Both in Leningrad and Berlin I paid particular 
attention to materials of species from the genus Dilyta Forst. sensu Hellen 
(1958,1963). I have also studied in detail specimens of Dilyta xanthocephala 
(Thoms.) and D. Subclavata Forst. determined by Professor W. Hellrn which 
I have borrowed from the Zoological Museum of the University in Helsinki. 
I ha ve examined material of this group of species found in the collection of the 
Institute of Zoology of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw. As a result 
of these studies I have concluded that Dilyta Forster, 1869 and Glyptoxysta 
Thomson, 1877 are two different genera. Allotria xanthocephala Thomson, 1877 
should be the type-species of the genus Glyptoxysta Thoms. A. xanthocephala 
Thoms, corresponds satisfactorily to the description of the genus Glyptoxysta 
Thoms., especially if the structure of the abdomen is taken into consideration. 

It must be left to the International Commision on Zoological Nomenclature 
to decide whether A. xanthocephala Thoms, should be the type-species for 
Glyptoxysta in order to maintain the name Glyptoxysta Tiioms., and thereby 
the designation of A. heterocera Thoms., made by Ashmead (1903), should be 
invalidated. In the case when the type-species A. heterocera Thoms, is left, which 
would mean that the names Dilyta Forst. and Glyptoxysta Thoms, would have 
to be synonymized, there should be found a name for a genus including species 
with the type of structure such as in G. xanthocephala (Thoms.). 

The differences in the body structure of the species belonging to both 
genera may generally be as given below. 


The genus Dilyta Forster, 1869 


Type-species: Dilyta subclavata Forster, 1869. 

Keels on the pronotum very clearly developed, arched, reaching the hind 
margin (Fig. 1). Carinae of the propodeum arched outside towards the lateral 
edges of the propodeum (Fig. 2). 2nd tergite of the abdomen entirely fused with 
3rd tergite, the suture between them invisible, both tergites form one large tergite 
covering all the abdomen (especially in specimens that had been dried) (Fig. 3). 
The radial cell open, 3rd of the subcostal vein hardly marked, 2nd abscissa 
of the radial vein not reaching the margin of the wing (Fig. 4). The 
terminal segments of the antennal flagellum of the female considerably thicker 
than the basal segments, segments 4-6 of the antennae considerably shorter 


http://rcin.org.pl 


456 


E. Kierych 


4 


than the successive ones (Fig. 5). The antennae of the male filiform, 3rd 
segment slightly arched and sinuately curved, segments 4 or 4 and 5 consi¬ 
derably shorter than the successive ones (Fig. 6, 7). 



Fig. 1-7. Dilyta subclavata FOrst. 1 — pronotum, 2 — metanotum and propodeum (carinae 
on propodeum), 3 — abdomen, 4 — fore wing, 5 — antenna of the female, 6 — antenna 
of the male, 7 — basal segments of the antenna of male. 

The type-specimen of 2>. subclavata Forst. has probably been lost or, at 
any rate, is has not so far been recovered in the collections of the Zoological 
Museum of the Humboldt University in Berlin where the collection of A. For¬ 
ster is kept 1 . There is no doubt, however, which group of species Forster 
(1869) distinguished in the genus Dilyta Forst. This is sufficiently proved by 
two other species distinguished by Forster, the descriptions of which have 
not been published, but specimens of them have been preserved in the collection. 


1 The type-specimen of Dilyta subclavata F6rst. is housed in the Vienna museum. 
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The figures included in this paper have been made on the basis of specimens 
corresponding to the description of the species. They have been collected in 
Poland: $ — Warszawa-Radogc, 24 VIII1960, leg. E. Kierych, — War- 
szava-Bielany, 10 IX 1959, leg. E. Kierych. 

The genus Glyptoxysta Thomson, 1877 

Type-species: Allotria xanthoeephala Thomson., 1862 (see the introduction). 

Carinae on the pronotum poorly developed, almost straight, not reaching 
the hind margin of it (Fig. 8). Carinae on the propodeum straight (Fig. 9), 
2nd tergite of the abdomen clearly marked, short, 3rd tergite long, covering 




Fig. 8-14. Glyptoxysta xanthoeephala (Thoms.). 8 — pronotum, 9 — metanotum and pro¬ 
podeum (carinae on propodeum), 10 — abdomen, 11 — fore wing, 12 — antenna of the 
female, 13 — antenna of the male, 14 — basal segments of the antenna of male. 
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a considerable part of the abdomen (Fig. 10). The radial cell open, 3rd 
abscissa of the subcostal vein and 2nd abscissa of the radial vein almost 
reaching the anterior margin of the wing (Fig. 11). The terminal segments 
of the antennal flagellum in female thicker than the basic ones, segments 
4-6 demonstrate no considerable shortening in relation to the successive, 
segments (Fig. 12). The antennae of the male filiform, 3rd segment straight 
with no sinuate curving, the structure of segments 4 and 5 similar to that of 
the successive ones (Fig. 13 and 14). 

The figures presented in this paper have been made on the basis of speci¬ 
mens of G. ccanthocephala (Tiioms.) collected in Poland in Puszcza Kampinoska: 
? — Eoztoka, 23 IX 1960, leg. E. Kierych, <$ — Lomna-Las, 19 VII-3 VIII 
1976, leg. E. Kierych. 
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STRESZCZENIE 

[Tytul: Uwagi o rodzajacli Dilyta Forster, 1869 i Glyptoxysta Thomson, 
1877 ( Hymenoptera , Cynipoidea , Alloxystidae). Cz§Sc I] 

Dilyta Forster, 1869 i Glyptoxysta Thomson, 1877 sq, dwoma odr^bnymi 
rodzajami. O ick odr^bnogci ^wiadcz^, roznice w budowie ciala gatunkow, ktore 
powinny bye zamieszczonc w tych rodzajach. Opis rodzaju Glyptoxysta doko- 
nany przez Tiiomsona (1877) jest dostateeznie jasny. Gatunkiem typowym 
dla tego rodzaju powinien bye Allotria xanthocephala Thomson, 1862, wyzna- 
czony przez Rohwera i Fagan (1917). WczeSniejsze wyznaezenie gatunku 
typowego Allotria heteroeera Thomson, 1877, dokonane przez Ashmeada 
(1903) nalezaloby uznac za niewazne. A. heteroeera Thoms, me odpowiada 
opisowi rodzaju Glyptoxysta Thoms, i jest gatimkeim nalez^cym do rodzaju 
Dilyta Forst. 

Decyzj^ uznania za wazne wyznaczenie gatunku typowego A. xanthocephala 
Thoms, w celu utrzymania uazwy Glyptoxysta Thoms, i uniewaznienia wyzna- 
czenia gatunku typowego A. heteroeera Thoms, nalezy pozostawic Mi^dzynaro- 
dowej Komisji Nomenklatury Zoologieznej. W przypadku utrzymania w mocy 
gatunku typowego A. heteroeera Thoms., nalezy utworzy<$ nazw§ dla rodzaju, 
w ktorym znalazlyby si$ gatunki o typie budowy ciala, jak^ ma A . xantho¬ 
cephala Thoms., a nazw§ Glyptoxysta Thoms, uzna 6 za synonim nazwy Dilyta 
Forst. 


PE3IOME 

[3arjiaBHe: 3aMenaHHa oTHocHTeJibHo poaob Dilyta Forster, 1869 h Glyptoxysta Thom¬ 
son, 1877 ( Hymenoptera , Cynipoidea , Alloxystidae). HacTb I] 

Dilyta Forster, 1869 h Glyptoxysta Thomson, 1877 rbjiriotch ab yMR crmoctort e jib- 

HblMH pOAaMH. CBHAeTeJlLCTByiOT 06 3TOM pa3JHiTHH B CTpOeHHH TeJia BHAOB, KOTOpbie 
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AOjiacHH 6 hti> oTHeceHbi k othm po^aM. Ormcaime poAa Glyptoxysta, npoH3Be achh oe 
ToMCOHOM (1877), HBJIfleTCR AOCTaTOHHO HeTKMM. TunOBbJM BMAOM 3TOTO pOAa AOJDKeH 
6 liti> Allotria xanthocephala Thomson, 1862, o6o3HaHeHHbiif PoBepoM h OaraHOM 
(1917). Eojiee paHHee o6o3HaneHHe Glyptoxysta heterocera Thomson, 1877 b KanecTBe 
THimHHoro BHfla, npon3BeACHHoe AuiMeAOM (1903), cneAOBajio 6bi cnuTaTb hcachctbh- 
TejibHbiM. A. heterocera Thoms. He cooTBeTCTByeT onucaHHio poAa Glyptoxysta Thoms, 
h flBjiaeTCB bhaom, npHHaAJieacamHM k poAy Dilyta Forst. 

PemeHHe oTHocHTejibHo Toro CHtrraTb jih achctbht ejibHbiM o6o3HaneHHe THnoBoro 
BHAa^4. xanthocephala Thoms, c uejibio coxpaHeHHR Ha3BaHHR Glyptoxysta Thoms, h o6bh- 
BJieHHH HeAeHCTBHTejibHbiM o6o3HaneHHe TunoBoro BHAa G. heterocera Thoms. cjieAyeT 
npeAocTaBHTb MeacAyHapoAHon Komhcchh no 3 oojiorHHecicoH HOMeHKJiaType. Ecjih 
6yAeT coxpaHeH b cnne KaK TunoBbifi bha A. heterocera Thoms., to cjieAOBano 6bi co3- 
AaTb Ha3BaHne poAa, b kotopom 6bjah 6bi yMemeHbi bhabi, Tun cTpoemw Tena 
KOTopbix 6biJi 6bi TaKOB, Kax y A. xanthocephala Thoms., a Ha3BaHMe Glyptoxysta Thoms. 
npH3HaTb chhohhmom Ha3BaHne Dilyta Forst. 
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